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CONGRATULATING TURNING NAT-

URAL, INC. AND CELEBRATING 
D.C. SMALL BUSINESSES 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 15, 2017 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask the House of Representatives to join me 
in congratulating Jerri Evans and her com-
pany, Turning Natural, Inc., this year’s D.C. 
Small Business of the Year. This unique honor 
is part of our annual Small Business Fair, 
which we are holding today at the Walter E. 
Washington Convention Center. 

This year, we are proud to honor Small 
Business of the Year Turning Natural, Inc., a 
juice bar located in the Southeast part of the 
city. Turning Natural has been a welcome fix-
ture in the neighborhood for almost a decade. 
Growing up, Evans witnessed her family’s dif-
ficulty accessing healthy foods. Neighbor-
hoods where Evans grew up in Southeast 
were considered food deserts, and, sadly, 
many still are today. With the juice bar, Evans 
provides her neighbors a healthy alternative to 
fast food, carry-outs and corner stores. Today, 
she keeps things fresh with creative juice 
names like ‘‘Green Latifah,’’ ‘‘Swizz Beets’’ 
and ‘‘Mi’Kale Jackson,’’ and by adding a vari-
ety of new juice types to her menu, including 
the increasingly popular cold-press juices. 
Evans’ mother, Annette Turner, founded Turn-
ing Natural after surviving a bout with Stage II 
breast cancer. Sadly, when the cancer re-
turned in 2010, she lost that fight. Jerri contin-
ued the business and her mother’s legacy, 
and, today, continues to run the company and 
to advocate for healthy living among Washing-
tonians. 

This is the 20th time we are hosting our 
Small Business Fair to highlight the impor-
tance of small businesses in the District. The 
Fair provides critical information, counseling 
and resources to aspiring and current D.C. 
business owners. Small businesses are an es-
sential lifeline in our local economy, and the 
District thrives because of their success. I 
thank the Washington Convention Center for 
hosting us again this year; the workshop ex-
perts who are providing valuable information 
and assistance to small businesses; and, of 
course, all of the small businesses who partici-
pate this year. 

I ask the House of Representatives to join 
me in congratulating the D.C. Small Business 
of the Year, Turning Natural, Inc., as well as 
in celebrating our small businesses across the 
District. In the District and in districts around 
the country, we know the social, cultural and 
economic importance of small businesses. 
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STAFFORD TEACHER RETIRES 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 15, 2017 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
thank Norma Menchaca of Stafford, TX, for 
her outstanding contributions as a teacher the 
past 38 years. 

Norma began her teaching career with the 
Stafford Municipal School District as a kinder-
garten teacher in 1983. After graduating from 
the University of Texas-Pan American, she 
worked for the Brownsville Independent 
School District, but moved to Houston after 
her husband became a Houston Firefighter. 
Norma loves the small town atmosphere of the 
school district and looks forward to high 
school graduation ceremonies so she can see 
her former students graduate. Today she’s the 
longest serving teacher in the school district 
and said her retirement will be bittersweet. 
She will be missed. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, I thank Norma again 
for her time teaching our children. She has 
been an important and influential member of 
our community shaping the minds of genera-
tions of students. We wish her a happy retire-
ment. 

f 

AUGUSTA MAE PENN 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 15, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Augusta Mae 
Penn for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Augusta Mae Penn is a student at Two 
Roads Charter School and received this award 
because her determination and hard work 
have allowed her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Augusta 
Mae Penn is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Au-
gusta Mae Penn for winning the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
award. I have no doubt she will exhibit the 
same dedication and character in all of her fu-
ture accomplishments. 
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U.S.S. ‘‘HOBSON’’ 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 15, 2017 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, it’s been 
over 66 years since the sinking of the USS 
Hobson. However, for those involved, that 
fateful day feels like it was just yesterday. The 
Hobson was a Destroyer as well as a mine-
sweeping ship that survived multiple battles 
during World War II, including the invasion of 
Normandy and the assault on Okinawa. Yet, it 
was not an enemy ship or plane that took the 
Hobson down, but a U.S. aircraft carrier. 

Late in the night of April 26, 1952, the Hob-
son was participating in a naval exercise with 
the carriers Wasp and Rodman. The USS 
Wasp, in preparation for airplanes to land on 
its deck, turned into the wind. In order to avoid 

the Wasp’s new position, the Hobson needed 
to maneuver out of its path. Instead of slowing 
down and passing behind the Wasp, the Hob-
son cut across the Wasp’s bow. This proved 
to be a fatal mistake. 

The Wasp struck the Hobson in its middle. 
The impact caused the Hobson to split in two. 
Within four minutes, the ship had sunk to the 
bottom of the ocean, taking 176 crew mem-
bers with it. Most of the crew was asleep at 
the time of the accident, thus having no 
chance at surviving the crash. Fortunately, 
sixty-one crew members were able to be res-
cued from the sea by the Wasp and the Rod-
man. 

The sinking of the USS Hobson and its crew 
members was a terrible tragedy for our coun-
try. The crew members who lost their lives 
that night will forever be remembered for their 
bravery and dedication. We must do our best 
to keep our heroes safe, both in and out of 
war. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
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HONORING MR. WILLIE SPAN 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 15, 2017 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Mr. Willie Span of Tamarac, 
Florida. Willie was a constituent of mine, who 
tragically passed away on October 2, 2014, 
after being struck by a vehicle while on his 
way to the William ‘‘Bill’’ Kling VA Clinic in 
Sunrise, Florida. 

Since this heartbreaking accident, Willie be-
came a symbol for pedestrian safety and for 
veterans in our community. Veterans had ad-
vocated long and hard for a crosswalk and 
traffic light to the Bill Kling Clinic, yet they 
were told that there were not enough pedes-
trians crossing the street to warrant the 
changes. In the time since the accident, Wil-
lie’s wife, Doris Span, has continued to push 
for a safer way for veterans to cross the street 
from the bus stop to get to the clinic. 

The bus stop has been temporarily removed 
and replaced with paratransit service for vet-
erans, and we are all anticipating a lasting so-
lution to avoid future tragedies. We must do 
everything we can to create safe places for 
pedestrians through the placements of cross-
walks and lights. Too often, this does not hap-
pen until a terrible accident occurs. 

Mr. Speaker, Willie Span was a veteran of 
the war in Vietnam, having served as a private 
in the United States Army, 8th Infantry Divi-
sion. He and his wife had been married for 
eight years before purchasing their first home 
together, something that had always been his 
dream. 

On Monday, June 19, 2017, Willie’s family, 
friends, and representatives of the U.S. Army, 
the Miami VA Healthcare System, the William 
‘‘Bill’’ Kling Veterans Clinic, the Broward Coun-
ty Veterans Coalition, and Broward County 
Transit will gather at the location of the acci-
dent to honor his memory and place a memo-
rial plaque. He is remembered as a soft-spo-
ken and honorable man, beloved by his family 
and friends. I am very pleased to honor his life 
and legacy. 
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APRIL PYRON 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 15, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud April Pyron for 
receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. 

April Pyron is a student at Arvada K–8 
School and received this award because her 
determination and hard work have allowed her 
to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by April Pyron 
is exemplary of the type of achievement that 
can be attained with hard work and persever-
ance. It is essential students at all levels strive 
to make the most of their education and de-
velop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to April 
Pyron for winning the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. I have 
no doubt she will exhibit the same dedication 
and character in all of her future accomplish-
ments. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF CHRISTOPHER 
THOMAS FOR HIS SERVICE AS 
MICHIGAN’S DIRECTOR OF ELEC-
TIONS 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 15, 2017 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Christopher Thomas for his distin-
guished service on behalf of the State of 
Michigan. As the state’s Director of Elections 
for the past 36 years, Mr. Thomas has served 
Michigan voters well through his rigorous over-
sight of the state’s electoral processes. 

Mr. Thomas began his career in 1974 man-
aging campaign finance regulations at U.S. 
House of Representatives and later moved to 
the Federal Election Commission, where he 
worked with candidates to ensure compliance 
with federal election laws. As a result of his 
performance, Mr. Thomas was appointed to 
be Michigan’s Director of Elections in 1981 by 
Michigan Secretary of State Richard Austin. 
As Director of Elections, Mr. Thomas has 
overseen 1,600 clerks in counties, townships 
and cities across the state to run Michigan 
elections and work to staff and train workers. 
Throughout his time as director, Mr. Thomas 
has earned a reputation as an effective admin-
istrator who impartially handled Michigan’s 
elections. He is also well-regarded among his 
peers, having served as president of the Na-
tional Association of State Election Directors, 
a national forum that shares best practices on 
running accurate and transparent elections in 
2013. 

Mr. Thomas has been a model Director of 
Elections who has served the State of Michi-
gan with distinction. Under his leadership, 
Michigan has successfully leveraged advances 
in technology to improve the functioning of our 
state’s electoral processes. In addition, Mr. 
Thomas is well-known for his nonpartisan han-
dling of elections and thorough knowledge of 
procedure and election law. He also served on 

President Obama’s Presidential Commission 
on Election Administration, which enabled him 
to utilize his decades of knowledge to improve 
the election experience for America’s voters. 
He has been an outstanding leader during his 
career in election administration, and I wish 
him well as he retires after an extraordinary 
career serving Michigan. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring Mr. Christopher Thomas for his 36 
years of public service as Michigan’s Director 
of Elections and his leadership in the nation 
for ensuring fair elections throughout the coun-
try. Mr. Thomas’s work has helped ensure the 
integrity and accessibility of Michigan’s elec-
tions. 

f 

PITTSBURGH PENGUINS STANLEY 
CUP VICTORY 

HON. MICHAEL F. DOYLE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 15, 2017 

Mr. MICHAEL F. DOYLE of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I’m very excited to say congratu-
lations, once again, to the Pittsburgh Penguins 
on winning the 2017 Stanley Cup. 

For those of you who don’t know, the Pen-
guins also won the Stanley Cup last year— 
making them back-to-back champions. That 
hasn’t been done since the late 1990s and 
since the salary cap was put in place. It was 
truly a historic achievement, and the City of 
Pittsburgh could not be more excited. This is 
the 5th Stanley Cup for the Penguins fran-
chise. 

Over the course of the season—and particu-
larly the playoffs—the Penguins showed the 
grit, resiliency, and determination that is em-
blematic of the City of Pittsburgh. They battled 
through injury after injury, tough games, hos-
tile arenas, changing rosters—you name it, 
they faced it. And yet they came out on top 
every time. 

Throughout the course of the playoffs, they 
bested the Columbus Blue Jackets in the first 
round, winning handily in a 4–1 series. Next, 
they came here to D.C. and faced the No. 1- 
seed Washington Capitals. Well, for the ninth 
time in 10 playoff matchups, the Pens de-
feated the Capitals in a brutal 7-game series 
that also (temporarily) knocked out our Cap-
tain, Sidney Crosby. But the thing about Pitts-
burgh—and the Pens—is that a knock-out 
punch just won’t keep us down for long. They 
moved right along and trucked through the Ot-
tawa Senators 4–2 to make it back to the 
Stanley Cup Finals for the second year in a 
row. 

Now, I would like to congratulate the Nash-
ville Predators on a magical run through the 
playoffs and a hard-fought final series. But ulti-
mately, it wasn’t enough to overcome the Pen-
guins’ skill, experience, hustle, and determina-
tion. 

In a riveting Game 6, neither team had 
scored a goal and the end of regulation was 
quickly approaching. With only 95 seconds left 
on the clock, Patric Hornqvist managed to use 
the Predator’s goalie himself to get the puck in 
the net. Left with few options, the Preds had 
to pull their goalie which allowed the Penguins 
to get an empty-net goal with seconds remain-
ing. It was the perfect end to a historic sea-
son. 

I would particularly like to congratulate Sid-
ney Crosby on winning his second back-to- 
back Conn Smythe Trophy, one of only three 
players ever to do so. The last player to win 
back-to-back? The Pens very own Mario 
Lemieux. 

The City of Pittsburgh is welcoming home 
another championship trophy, and for that I 
would like to once again thank and congratu-
late the 2017 Stanley Cup Champion Pitts-
burgh Penguins. Welcome back to Pittsburgh, 
Lord Stanley. 

f 

RED ROCKS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
INNOVATION CHALLENGE 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 15, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate the team 
from Red Rocks Community College on be-
coming a finalist for a third year in a row in the 
National Science Foundation’s Community 
College Innovation Challenge. This program 
serves as an innovative way for community 
college students to partner with local indus-
tries to create pioneering STEM-based solu-
tions for real world issues. The Community 
College Innovation Challenge is an important 
example of encouraging STEM education and 
research for our nation’s students and future 
leaders. I congratulate all of the competition’s 
participants for their work on a variety of im-
portant projects. 

The Red Rocks team tackled the important 
issue of practical cyber workforce training. By 
creating a cyber-lab learning environment, stu-
dents can expand real-world skills in practical 
work situations in a safer and more controlled 
environment. This project demonstrates how 
we can enhance classroom learning by allow-
ing students to apply their skills in real-world 
situations and be better prepared for the skills 
and tasks necessary in the workforce. 

I congratulate the Red Rocks Team of Bill 
Cherrington, Isaac Kerley, Joseph Murdock, 
Bruno Salvatico and John Sanchez for their 
success. I applaud this group for their dedica-
tion to this important project and their leader-
ship and commitment to STEM education 
blazing a path for our country’s future leaders 
and innovators. I am proud of the work Red 
Rocks Community College does every day 
and I look forward to seeing what the school 
and these students accomplish in the years to 
come. 

f 

HONORING SERVICE ACADEMY 
STUDENTS 

HON. BRUCE WESTERMAN 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 15, 2017 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to extend heartfelt congratulations to 
Karrington Evans, John Paul Post of Altus, 
Randall Parker Ross of Hot Springs, Katie 
Welch of Pearcy, Briston Yarbrough of 
Danville. These star students from the Fourth 
District of Arkansas will have the honor of at-
tending the service academies this Fall. 
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